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Book Notices. 219 

but a note upon the names "Jehovah," "Israel" and "Christ" shows that much 
thought and that of no mean order, has been interwoven Vi'ith the often meagre 
and unsatisfactory thread of his exposition. Tlie mechanical execution of the 
book is all that could be desired. 



THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH.* 



This little book contains a thoroughgoing discussion of the Sabbath question 
in a nutshell. The author takes his stand on the statement of the Westminster 
Confession that the observance of tlie Sabbath is "a positive, moral and perpetual 
commandment, binding all men in all ages," and endeavors to substantiate this 
position by a two-fold Biblical argument from the Old and New Testaments, 
showing that the commandment to observe the Sabbath was in force from the 
Garden of Eden, and was by no means set aside but rather enforced by Christ 
and the Apostles. Two more points are dwelt upon, that the change to the first 
day of tlie week is Scriptural and that the State is in duty bound to compel the 
observance of the Sabbath, because its own existence is bound up in its obser- 
vance. The book is thoroughly sound, lively and vigorous. Tlie author's wliole 
soul is engaged in the discussion and he strikes no uncertain blows at those who 
would undermine the obligation to observe this day. Indeed if any criticism 
were to be made upon the performance, it is that the tone is a little too dogmatic 
and pugnacious. But as a tract for the times it is a note on the right side, and 
with this one qualification we lieartily commend it. Of the Old Testament argu- 
ment, to which our attention was particularly directed, it may be said that it 
cannot be excelled as a piece of condensed constructive argumentation. 



GALILEE IN THE TIME OF CHRIST, t 



This work "originally appeared as an Essay in the January and April numbers 
of the Bibliotheca Sacra for 1874." It has, however, been virtually re-written. In 
its present form, it is a classic on this subject. 

The author has evidently consulted all works that could possibly shed any 
light on the matter in hand. The references given are of great value. His judg- 
ment on all questions involved is an independent judgment, and as a result, he has 
dealt some vigorous blows at the commonly accepted notions of Galilee and its in- 
habitants. He shows it to have been "a region of great natural fertility and rich- 
ness." As against Strabo, he contends that the cities of Galilee "were, with a 
very few exceptions, occupied by a Jewish population." He holds that Ritter, 
Hausrath and others are wrong in representing the Galileans as restive under the 
restraints of law ; and he institutes a comparison which is quite in their favor. 
The fact that the Galileans were "champions of the law," and in Jerusalem were 



*The Christian Sabbath; Its nature", design and proper observance, by the Bev. R. L. Dab- 
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